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^ 1-34 (Canceled) 

(J) 35. (Currently amended) A pneumatic tool comprising a circular cylinder, a piston 



slidably accommodated in said circular cylinder, a driver blade integrally formed with said 
piston, and a sleeve valve portion for driving said piston when compression air is discharged 
from a sleeve valve chamber via a trigger valve portion, wherein 
said trigger valve portion further comprising: 

a plunger shifting in response to a trigger operation by a user; 

a valve piston slidably supporting said plunger and shifting in a direction opposed to a 
shifting direction of said plunger, and 

a valve bush slidably supporting said plunger and said valve piston so as to allow slide 
movements of said plunger and said valve piston, and 

a seal member provided on a first surface formed on one of said valve piston and said 
plunger; and 

combined " groov es and ridges formed on a second ourfaeo form e d on the otho g- on e of said 
valvo p iot on and said plunge r combined grooves and ridges formed on a second surface formed 
on another one of said valve piston and said plunger, said grooves and ridges being alternately 
arranged along a circumferential direction of the other one of said valve piston and said plunger , 
said second surface opposing to said first surface, 

wherein Gaid ridges olidobly hold sdd seal memb e r - said ridges hold said seal member 
and prevent said seal member from being pulled ofF from the first surface formed on said one of 
said valve piston and said plunger a nd at the same time said grooves cooperatively define an air 
passage between said valve piston and said plunger. 
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^ 36. (Currently amended) The pneumatic tool in accordance with claim 35, wherein said 

g ridges cooperatively define an effective diameter of a guide along which said seal member is 

guided, and said grooves define an effective area of-*-refeif-pagoago of aaid oomproocion qjra 
relief passage of compression air of a valve ras tou chamber in which said plunger is 
accommodated. 
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(J) 37. (Previously presented) The pneumatic tool in accordance with claim 35, wherein said 

QO grooves and ridges are arranged alternately and extend in an axial direction of said 

plunger. 

38. (Currently amended) A pneumatic tool comprising a circular cylinder, a piston 
slidably accommodated in said circular cylinder, a driver blade integrally formed with said 
piston, and a sleeve valve portion for driving said piston when compression air is discharged 
from a sleeve valve chamber via a trigger valve portion, wherein 

said trigger valve portion further comprising: 

a plunger shifting in response to a trigger operation by a user; 

a valve piston slidably supporting said plunger and shifting in a direction opposed to a 
shifting direction of said plunger; and 

a valve bush slidably supporting said plunger and said valve piston so as to allow slide 
movements of said plunger and said valve piston; 

a seal member provided on a first surface formed on either said valve bush or one of said 
plunger and said valve piston ; and 

c ombined grooves and ridgos fonncd on a oocond surfaco formed on the othof - one of said 
valve bush or said ono of said plunger and said valvo pist o a combined grooves and ridge9 formed 
on a second surface formed on another one of said valve bush and said one of said plunger and 
said valve piston, said grooves and ridges being alternately arranged along a circumferential 
direction of the other one of said valve bush and said one of said plunger and said valve piston. 
said second surface opposing to said first surface, 
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wherein said ridges nlidably hold - s ald^ahFi^efflb ^gaid ridges hold said seal member and 
prevent said seal member from being pu lled off from the first surface formed on either said valve 
bush or said one of said nh uiger and said valve piston and at the same time said grooves 
cooperatively define-a a - air passogo botw ee n -s aid valv o pistoR - aad said p faage r an. air passage 
between said first surface and said second surface . 



39. (Currently amended) The pneumatic tool in accordance with claim 38, wherein said 
ridges cooperatively define an effective diameter of a guide along which said seal member is 
guided, and said grooves define an effective area oE-a-yelief-pfl s sa g e of -saa d compre eftieffr-aira 
relief pa ssage of compression air of a valve piston chamber 3,n which said p lun der is 
accommodated. 

40. (Previously presented) The pneumatic tool in accordance with claim 38, wherein said 
grooves and ridges are arranged alternately and extend in an axial direction of said plunger. 

41. (Currently amended) A pneumatic tool comprising a circular cylinder, a piston 
slidably accommodated in said circular cylinder, a driver blade integrally formed with said 
piston, and a sleeve valve portion for driving said piston when compression air is discharged 
from a sleeve valve chamber via a trigger valve portion, 

wherein 

said trigger valve portion further comprises: 

a plunger shifting in response to a trigger operation by a user; 

a valve piston slidably supporting said plunger, 

a valve bush slidably supporting said plunger and said valve piston; 

a seal member provided on a first surface formed on at least one of said plunger, said 
valve piston, and said valve bush; and 

oatabin e d grooves and ridges form e d on a sccond - ^urfao e opposing to Gaid firot aurfaoo, 
o ai d oo oond surface being formed on ono of said plungor, said valvo piston, and aaid valv e buoh 

combined grooves and ridges formed on a second surface opposing to said first surface. 
said secon d surface being formed on a second one of said plunger, said valve piston and said valve 
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bush s said grooves an d ridges being alternately arranged along a circumferential direction of the 
s econd one of said plunger, said valve piston and said valve bush : 

wherein fiajd-rtdges- slidably hold caid goal member-said ridges hold said seal member and 
prevent said seal mem ber from being nulled oil from the first surface formed on the at least one of 
said plunger, said valve piston and said valve bush and at the same time said grooves 
cooperatively define an air passage between said fust surface and said second surface. 

42. (Currently amended) The pneumatic tool in accordance with claim 41, wherein said 
ridges cooperatively define an effective diameter of a guide along which said seal member is 
guided, and said grooves define an effective area o f a reliof passage of aatd compression - a rea 
relief passage of compression air of a valve piston chamber in which said plunger is 
accommodated . 

43 . (Previously presented) The pneumatic tool in accordance with claim 4 1 , wherein 
said grooves and ridges are arranged alternately and extend in an axial direction of said plunger. 
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